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SENIORS WEEK 2016 

Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [12.10 pm]: I rise to inform 
members of the house about Seniors Week 2016, which runs until Sunday. Seniors Week acknowledges and 
celebrates the contribution that older Western Australians have made and continue to make to this state. 
Throughout WA, hundreds of Seniors Week events are hosted by local governments, community groups and 
businesses. I am very pleased to inform the house that the Liberal–National government has provided more 
than $82 000 to support 93 of these events. Last Sunday, I had the honour of attending the WA Seniors 
Awards, which was undoubtedly a highlight of the week. This year’s finalists included 15 outstanding 
individuals, as well as local governments and community organisations. In particular I would like to 
congratulate the Juniper 2016 Senior Champion Award recipient, Jenny Davis. Jenny, an actress and director, 
founded the Agelink Theatre in 1993. It enables seniors to share their lives, stories and memories. Other 
award recipients included Mary Cowley, an Aboriginal elder, who received the Community Award; Garden 
City AMP, which received the Business Award; Grandparents Rearing Grandchildren WA Inc, which won the 
Group or Organisation Award; and Claire Tyrrell and Nic Ellis from The West Australian, who were 
presented with the Deborah Kirwan Media Award. I am very pleased to inform the house that the City of 
Wanneroo received the Local Government Award. I am inspired by the contribution the finalists and winners 
have made to their communities and to Western Australia. 

Another highlight of Seniors Week was Have a Go Day, which I attended this morning along with the Premier 
and the member for Belmont. Hosted by the Seniors Recreation Council of WA Inc, Have a Go Day provides 
thousands of seniors with the opportunity to participate in many exciting events. There was a huge variety of 
events on offer. I would like to thank the Seniors Recreation Council for organising this stellar event. 

I am also pleased to inform the house that the Premier announced an expansion of the SilverSport trial. It has 
been a great success to date, much to the credit of the Minister for Sport and Recreation. I also acknowledge 
the support of the Minister for Transport for making free travel available during Seniors Week for senior 
SmartRider cardholders. 

Finally, I am pleased to announce that we will soon be making some exciting announcements around 
enhancements to the WA Seniors Card program. The WA Seniors Card is the most generous scheme of its 
kind in Australia. Accessing discounts will become easier and we are working to increase the discounts 
available to support seniors. 
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